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1 possible for a human being to be, except that she was not white,—if
' that has any thing to do with it,—because, when I pointed out sym
' metrical forms, and asked if she was anything like them, they always
' said she was far superior'—Journal of a Cruize among the Islands of
tJie Western Pacific, including the Feejeea and others inhabited ty the
Polynesian Negro Races, in Her Majesty's Ship Havannah By John
Elphinstone Erskine, Captain R N With Maps and Plates John Murray
Those heterodox Hindoos, the Jains, would appear to have, perhaps
rather from a spirit of opposition to Brahmmio customs than from
any other cause, juster ideas than are usual upon this subject According
to the account collected from a pnest of the sect at Mudgen, which is
pnnted in the ninth volume of the Asiatic Researches, ' they say, that
' the foolish people of other tnbes, being deficient in sacred knowledge,
' spend money in vain on account of deceased relations for how can
' a dead man feel satisfaction in ceremonies, and in the feeding of others ?
' —" even a lamp no longer gives light by pounng more oil into it,
' after its flame is once extinguished,"—therefore it is vain to make
' feasts and ceremonies for the dead, and if it be wished to please
' relations, it is best to do so while they are yet living " What a man
' dnnketh, giveth, and eateth in this world is of advantage to him, but
' he carneth nothing with him at his end " ' These Jams might have
expressed their ideas in the words of the British poet,—
For in the silent grave no conversation,
No joyful tread of fnends, no voice of lovers,
No careful father's counsel,—nothing's heard,
Eor nothing 13,—but all oblivion,
Dust, and an endless darkness tl
1 Beaumont and Fletcher, Thierry and Theodoret, Act iv, Scene 1
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